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The mission of the 17
th

 District PTA is to empower local 

PTA/PTSA associations to support the school 

community by providing training, resources, education 

and communication to promote the value of PTA 

membership, programs, advocacy and networking 

opportunities 

17 th  DISTRICT PRESIDENTôS CORNER 
 
Welcome to the 17th 
District PTA!  

 
The Seve nteena 
newsletter is generated 

each month for the 
benefit of all PTA 

leaders.  Its sole 
purpose is to provide 

information to units, 
councils, principals and superintendents.   
 

Information provided in the newsletter will 
help your PTA with recruiting membe rs, 

participating in the Reflections Art 
Program, and much more!  
  

The 17th District oversees all PTAs and 
PTSAs (units and councils) in San Mateo 

County and has over 22,000 members. 
Throughout the school year, the 17th District 
provides leadership traini ng, grants for 

programs, scholarships for children, and  
directly assists struggling units.  

 
PTA provides members with resources and 
training to build leadership skills. It also 

provides programs on a wide range of topics 
to increase parent awareness of is sues 

affecting their children including student 
achievement, childhood nutrition, and 
prevention of violence.  

 
PTA supports student involvement. Many 

local PTAs in middle and high schools call 
themselves PTSAs to welcome and 
encourage student membersô involvement. 

Students who join PTA at the high school 
level may attend meetings and participate 

first hand, have a voice at their school, learn 
to use parliamentary procedure, and may 
even qualify for class credit!  
(continued on next page)  
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17 th  DISTRICT PRESIDENTôS CORNER, continued 
 

The 17th District PTA is part of the California State PTA and the National PTA, a 111 -year -
old household name and the nationôs oldest and largest volunteer association working on 

issues affecting education, you th, and families.   
 
You may ask, whatôs in it for me?  By participating in your local PTA, you become a part of 

this National organization.  With your support, PTA will be able to continue the work which 
has begun to stop budget cuts, support small class size, bring arts and physical education 

back into our schools, and ban junk food at school.  
 
Hey! This is not your grandmotherôs PTA!  It is a diverse  group of volunteers 

committed to positively impacting the lives of all children and families by 
represent ing its members and empowering and supporting them with skills in advocacy, 

leadership, and communication.  
 
I invite you to share this newsletter with your board and members in your schoolôs 

community.   
 

Increase your membership by asking family members,  church members, co -workers. and 
everyone you know to participate in PTA!  

 
You will get the opportunity to volunteer, vote, and make decisions about your childôs 
education.  PTA volunteers work in our schools and communities and also advocate at the 

state and national levels to support adequate funding for public schools and for laws to 
protect the health and welfare of children.  What a worthy cause!  

 
For more information, go to www.17thdistrictpta.org or www.capta.org  
 

Deborah Kemper, MBA  
(650) 802 -5327  message only  

17th District PTA President  
San Mateo County Office of Education  
101 Twin Dolphin Drive, Redwood City 94065 -1064  

  

 

INCLUDING REPORTS IN THE MINUTES  
  
Individuals giving reports should provide the secretary with a copy of the report to en sure 
that all important facts are entered into the minutes.   Reports of great importance are 
entered into the minutes in their entirety for future reference.  A formal motion is made to 

request a   report's inclusion into the minutes.    
 

When a unit is orga nized or its status is changed, this should be reported in the  minutes 
at all levels (i.e., unit, council, and PTA district) to avoid any information being lost.   Note 
the date, name of unit, and if disbanded, what action was taken regarding the dispositio n 

of funds and the amount.  Lengthy reports or materials distributed during the meeting 
that must become part of the permanent record need not be retyped or rewritten into the 

minutes.   It shall be noted in the minutes, "The report of ______ is attached to  the 
master copy of the minutes.ò 
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Board of Managers for 2007 ï 2009  
 

Please visit our website at www.17thdistrictpta.org  for more information about op en positions.  

 

President  -  Deborah Kemper  
president@17thdistrictpta.org 

1st VP: Programs & Convention  -Kathryn 

Cross  
programs@17thdistrictpta.org 

2nd VP: Leadership ï VACANT  
leadership@17thdistrictpta.org 

3rd VP: Member Services  -  Debra Adler  
memberservices@17thdistrictpta.org 

4th VP: Communications  - Lori McBride  
communications@17thdistrictpta.org 

5th VP: Education ï VACANT  
education@17thdistrictpta.org 

6th VP: Health/Community Concerns  -  

Jean Abeles  
health@17thdistrictpta.org 

7th VP: Budget & Finance ï VACANT  
finance@17thdistrictpta.org 

Secretary  -  Linda Benedetti  
secretary@17thdistrictpta.org 

Treasurer -  Susan Bell  
treasurer@17thdistrictpta.org 

Financial Secretary  -  Myra Gruschka  
financialsecretary@17thdistrictpta.org 

Historian  -  Pat Targgart  
historian@17

th
districtpta.org 

Parliamentarian  -  Pam Selli  
parliamentarian@17thdistrictpta.org 

 

Auditor  -  Colette Rudd  
auditor@17thdistrictpta.org 

Ou treach Chair ï VACANT  
outreach@17thdistrictpta.org 

Membership Chair  -  John Sanna  
membership@17thdistrictpta.org 

Legislation Coord inator  ï Pearly Masters  
legislation@17thdistrictpta.org 

Student Involvement Chairman  -  Douglas Bell  
studentinvolvement@17thdistrictpta.org 

Reflections Chair ï Contessa Messiana   
reflections@17thdistrictpta.org 

Superintendents Luncheon Chair ïKathryn Cross  
superintendentsluncheon@17thdistrictpta.org 

Honorary Service Awards Chair  -  Pat Targgart  
hsa@17thdistrictpta.org 

May Event Chair  -  Sara Otus -Green  
mayevent@17thdistrictpta.org 

Founders Day Chair  -  Olga Keeney  
foundersday@17thdistrictpta.org 

Student Aid/Community Schools -  VACANT  
studentaid@17thdistrictpta.org 

Seventeena Editor  -  Catherine Steffen  
seventeena@17thdistrictpta.org 

Mailing Co - Chairs ï K. Cross & C. Steffen  
mailing@17thdistrictpta.org 

Webmaster -  Douglas Bell  
webmaster@17thdistrictpta.org 

 
 

Council Presidents and Area Counselors  

 
Belmont - Redwood Shores Counci l : Keiko Smith  

brscouncil@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

Burlingame Council:  Lauren Rosen  

burlingamecouncil@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

Coastside Area : Kathryn Cross  

coastsidearea@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

Jefferson Council : Lucy Wong  

jeffersoncouncil@17thdistric tpta.org  

 

San Mateo - Foster City Council : Kathryn Cross  

smfccouncil@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

South San Francisco Council : Elizabeth Luaulu  

ssfcouncil@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

Sequoia High School District Area:  Lori McBride  

sequoiahsdarea@17thdistrictpta.org  
 

Millbrae Council : Janethia Dorman  

millbraecouncil@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

Pacifica Area : Pam Selli  

pacificaarea@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

Redwood City Area : Debra Adler  

rwcarea@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

San Carlos Council : Pam Gallant  

sancarloscouncil@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

San Bruno Park Area : Jennifer Blanco  

sanbrunoarea@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

 

South County Area : Kathryn Cross  

southcountyarea@17thdistrictpta.org  
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17th District PTA 2008 - 2009 Proposed Calendar  
 

WHEN  WHAT  WHERE  

 

September 10, 2008  

Wednesday,  7:00 p.m.  

Board of Managers  (BOM)  

(elect nominating committee)  

San Mateo County Office of 

Education   (SMCOE)  

101 Twin Dolp hin Drive, Redwood 

City  

Oct. 1, 2008  

Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.  

 

Board of Managers  (BOM)  

 

 

SMCOE 

Oct. 15, 2008  

Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.  

General Meeting  for all PTA 

Members  

  

 

SMCOE 

Oct. 27, 2008  

Monday, 7:00 p.m.  

Bylaws Workshop for Out - of -

Council Units  

 

 

SMCOE 

Nov. 12, 2008  

Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.  

Board of Managers  (BOM)  

 

 

SMCOE 

Nov.  2008  Superintendentsô Luncheon 

 

location & date to come  

Dec.10, 2008  

Wednesday, 6:00 p.m.  

17 th  District BOM Holiday 

Potluck Dinner  

location to come  

Jan. 14, 2009  

Wednesday, 7:00 p .m.  

 

Board of Managers  (BOM)  

 

SMCOE 

December 1, 2008  Reflections  Entries Due   

Theme is: ñWOWò 

SMCOE 

Jan. 22 -24, 2009  CAPTA 2009 Annual 

Legislation Conference  

Sacramento Embassy Suites Hotel 

Sacramento  

Feb. 11, 2009  

Wednesday, 7:00 p.m  

 

Board of Managers  (BOM)  

 

SMCOE 

Feb.17, 2009  

Tuesday, 11:30a.m.  

Founderôs Day Luncheon & 

General Meeting   ( elections)  

location & date to come  

March 11, 2009  

Wednesday, 7:00 p.m  

 

Board of Managers  (BOM)  

 

SMCOE 

April 8, 2009  

Wednesday, 7:00 p.m  

 

Board of Managers  (BOM)  

 

SMCOE 

Apr. 30 -  May 3, 2009  California State PTA 

Convention  

San Jose Convention Center  

May 13, 2009  

Wednesday, 7:00 p.m  

 

Board of Managers  (BOM)  

 

SMCOE 

May 16, 2009  

Saturday  

May Event  ñSpotlightò &  

General Meeting & 

Installation    

Bayside S.T.E.M. Academy  

2055 Kehoe Ave, San Mateo  

June 10, 2009  

Wednesday       

17 th  District Board of 

Managers End of Year Dinner  

Location to come  
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Arts and Culture  
Thrive with PTA  

 

The Reflections Program  
theme for  2008 - 2009:  

ñWowò 
 

Arts and culture enhance childrenôs 

learning experience and bring childrenôs 
imaginations to life.  All children deserve 

a quality arts education and cultural 
awareness opportunities. We are the 

advocates!  

 
Six Reflections Program cate gories 

to choose from:  
 Photography  

 Visual Arts  
 Literature  

 Musical 
Composition  

 Dance Choreography  
 Film Production  

 
Students who participate in the arts do 

better in school.  Celebrate creativity and 
diversity, and invite all students to 

express themselves  and showcase their 
talents.  Reflections Program awards are 

given at the local, council, district, state, 

and national levels.  National award -
winning entries are showcased in the PTA 

Reflections Program gallery at 
www.pta. org  or for more Reflections 

information go to 
www.capta.org/sections/programs/reflect

ions.cfm  

 
 

 

Look to the Future of 2009 

with the  

Mary Lou Anderson 

Reflections Art 

Enhancement Gra nt 

Program  

 
 Apply for grant monies to help 

enhance arts education for 

students in the classroom or 
other learning environment 

through activities; materials; 
introduction of new technologies, 

techniques, or methods; visiting 
artist or programs.  

 The grant pr ogram complements 
PTAôs long standing commitment 

to quality arts education in public 
schools by providing funds to 

local PTAs to establish or 

enhance school arts programs in 
one or more arts areas: visual 

arts, photography, music 
(including dance), and lit erature 

(including theater).   
 Local PTAs must submit complete 

applications and provide funds 
that match the amount they are 

requesting from the national PTA 
organization. A limited number of 

matching grants of up to $1,000 
are awarded each year to local 

PTAs.  
 For more information and to 

download your application form 

visit:        
www.capta.org/sections/program

s/ref -mla -grant.cfm  

 

http://www.pta.org/
http://www.capta.org/sections/programs/reflections.cfm
http://www.capta.org/sections/programs/reflections.cfm
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Reflections Art Program  
2008 - 2009  
ñWowò 

PTA Presidents, Reflections Chairs, and Reflections Council Chairs in District 17: 

 

REFLECTIONS PARTICIPATION PACKETS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON -

LINE!  

www.capta.org/sections/proprams/reflections.cfm  
 
Click on Program, the n Reflections, and download the following: Updated General 

Participation Guidelines, Art Category Rules, Entry Form, and Flyers Available in both 
English and Spanish . 
 

September  
Kick off Reflections Art Program at Unit/School, and Council levels. Hand out Reflections 

packet to students and hold workshops for participants. Promote through posters and 
flyers to Students and Teachers.  
October  

Hold workshops for students to create entries.  Students are busy preparing their Art for 
entry.  Line -up Judges and s tart preparing to host an exhibit for studentsô entries.  

Early November  
Host an exhibit to showcase art work from your unit/school. Studentôs artwork is 
submitted at the Unit/School level. All entries must have a fully completed entry form, 

student and pa rent signatures, an artist statement per piece, be labeled correctly, and 
have photocopies submitted.  

 
Dec. 1, 2008:  Due to 17th District PTA Reflections Chair  
TBA              Due to South San Francisco Council     

Dec 21, 2008  Due to San Mateo/Foster  City Council    
 

December/ January  
Judging of submissions takes place.  
January  

Outstanding Interpretation of Theme Honorees continue on to 
participate in the Calif. State PTA Reflections Art Program.  

February  
17th District PTA Reflections results will be  announced.  
March  

Calif. State PTA Reflections results announced.  
April 30 - May 3  

Calif. State PTA Convention in San Jose, California. Come see the Reflections Exhibit on 
display. Attend the Reflections workshop. Come and watch the three days of Reflections  

Awards presentations.  
 
I am looking forward to working with all of you!  If you have any questions and/or need 

help contact me:  
Contessa Messiana  

17 th  District Reflections Art Program Chair  
(650) 363 -8282 or (650) 995 -3883  
tessamessiana@gmail.com  

http://www.capta.org/sections/proprams/reflections.cfm
mailto:tessamessiana@gmail.com
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Congratulations to a very successful 2007-2008 Reflections Art 

Program!  
  

 440 students throughout San Mateo County participated in the Reflections Art Program! 

 

 142 students participated in the 17th District PTA Reflections Art Program! 

 

 17th District PTA Reflections Art Program acknowledged 10 Award of Merit,  

            11 Award of Excellence, and 16 Outstanding Interpretation of Theme honorees! 

 

 The 16 Outstanding Interpretation of Theme honorees entries continued on to participate in the 

California State PTA Reflections Art Program, and 3 students received the following 

acknowledgments from the California State PTA Reflections Art Program 

 

 

Convention Display Honoree 

Avary Lang 

Intermediate Photography 

Audubon Elementary 

  

Award of Merit Honoree 

Candace Tsai 

Primary Dance  

Foster City Elementary 

  

Award of Excellence Honoree 

Art Program!  

Jordana Cahen 

Intermediate Visual Arts 

Brewer Island Elementary 

  

Congratulations, again, to everyone who participated in the Reflections Art Program!  I look 

forward to the 2008-2009 theme of ñWowò entries. Letôs keep up the great participation and letôs 

continue to honor and inspire children by giving them the opportunity to showcase their special 

art talents.  

 

A special thank you, to Sara Otus-Green, for all of her amazing energy and time given to the 

Reflections program.  I look forward to meeting and working with all of you.  Happy Creating!  

  

Contessa Messiana 

District 17 Reflections Art Program Chair 

(650) 363-8282 or (650) 995-3883 

tessamessiana@gmail.com 

 

ñWorking Togetherò by Jordana Cahen 

4th Grade 

Brewer Island Elementary PTA (Foster City) 

2008 California State PTA Award of Excellence 

mailto:tessamessiana@gmail.com
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10 Ways to Showcase Reflections  
 

Participate and support Reflec tions and inspire a child by giving 
them the opportunity to showcase their special talent.  

 
 Publicize with posters and flyers promoting the Reflections program.  Back to 

School Night and Open Houses are excellent times.  
 

 Showcase your upcoming local exhib it or winners in an article to the school 
newsletter, local paper, or PTA newsletter.  

 

 Make an announcement over the schoolôs PA system promoting, 
encouraging entries, and acknowledging the participants and 

winners for the Reflections program.  
 

 Display l ocal unit entries in school hallways, in a school display 
case, or in the school library.  

 
 Use peer pressure.  A non -participating student will be 

encouraged by their friends who participated, received 
recognition, and had fun.  

 
 Make a CD or DVD of your pa rticipantôs music, film, or dance 

piece and play it at PTA meetings and or functions.  
 

 Entries past and present can be on display at all PTA functions or at your local 

community buildings, libraries, museums, banks, or other businesses open to 
the public.  

 
 Design a PTA school calendar or note cards using studentsô art work, music 

score, lyrics, stories, poems, and photography. Get sponsorship from a local 
business, and sell them as a fundraiser.  

 
 Organize a special program or have students be the opening a ct to 

another assembly at the school and have winners read their 
literature and perform their dance or music pieces. At the same 

time, visual arts can display their work.  
 

 Recognize all students for their participation and accomplishments.  Ask local 
busin esses to donate prizes for your entrants and winners.  Plaques, 

certificates, ribbons, buttons, art supplies, film supplies, music supplies, gift 

certificates, books, pencils, and bookmarks are all possible awards.  
 

 
 



California 17
th

 District 

 
everychild.onevoice 
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List of 2008-2009 DUE DATES 
 

A ñunitò is a self-governing local PTA organization; such as ABC School PTA.  PTA units within a school 
district in some cases belong to PTA Councils and must observe earlier Council deadlines. 

  

Materials and remittances must be received in the District or State office  
on or before the dates specified below.   

If the due date falls on Saturday, Sunday or Holiday, documents will be accepted  
the first business day following each such occurrence.  

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AVAILABLE IN YOUR TOOLKIT, AND AT WWW.CAPTA.ORG 
 

 Program or Project (shaded items are required) 
Due To 

17
th
 

District 

Due To 
State PTA 

 
FINANCIAL: Year-end annual financial report and audit due for end of previous fiscal year; 
forward copy of IRS returns after filing 

10/1  

 
MEMBERSHIP AWARD: Early Bird Remittance of Per Capita Dues  
 (Minimum of 15 Members) 

10/1  

 
MEMBERSHIP AWARD: Chairmanôs Club of Per Capita Dues 
 (Minimum of 50 Members, or 35 in addition to Early Bird members) 

10/15  

 CONVENTION: Resolutions. Submit draft application directly to State PTA  11/1 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS & GRANTS APPLICATION DUE DATE, SUBMIT DIRECTLY TO STATE PTA. 
Scholarships:  1. Continuing Education Scholarships for Credentialed Classroom 
Teachers and Counselors; 2. Continuing Education Scholarships for School Nurses; and  
3. Continuing Education Scholarships for PTA volunteers 
Grants:  1. Outreach Translation Grants, 2. Cultural Arts Grants, 3. Parent Education 
Grants and 4. Healthy Lifestyle Grants for Unit, Council and District PTAs 

 11/15 

 
PER CAPITA DUES: Monthly Remittance (Dues to be submitted, as collected, on a monthly 
basis after this date) 

11/15  

 REFLECTIONS PROGRAM: Entries and Forms Due 12/3  

 

INSURANCE: Premiums payments due for General Liability, Directors and Officers Liability, 
Bonding and Workersô Compensation insurance. 
 All Payments after this date will incur a $25.00 late fee.  
 (New insurance rates will be published in the November Seventeena) 

12/31  

 INSURANCE:  Workersô Compensation, Annual Payroll Report 12/31  

 APPLICATION FOR MY PTA/PTSA AWARD: State PTA Award for Units & Councils 1/15  

 CONVENTION: Resolutions, submit final application. SUBMIT DIRECTLY TO STATE PTA.  1/15 

 
MEMBERSHIP INCENTIVE AWARDS: THREE 17

TH
 District PTA Convention Registration Awards 

to be awarded by 17
th
 District PTA based on amount of per capita dues sent to 17

th
 District 

between 7/1/08 and 2/1/09.   
2/1  

 
SCHOLARSHIPS & GRANTS APPLICATION DUE DATE. SUBMIT DIRECTLY TO STATE PTA.  

1. Graduating High School Senior Scholarship 
 2/1 

 FINANCIAL: Mid-year audit due, for first 6 months of fiscal year 2/15  

 PER CAPITA DUES: Final Remittance for 2008-2009 membership year 3/1  

 
HISTORIAN: Annual Reports for volunteer hours, programs & activities from June 1, 2008 
through May 31, 2009 

5/15  

 ROSTER OF NEW OFFICERS: For all Units and Councils 5/15  

 FOUNDERS DAY: Freewill Offering Remittance 5/31  
Revised September 11, 2008 

 

17th District PTA 

c/o: San Mateo County Office of Education 
101 Twin Dolphin Drive 

Redwood City, CA 94065-1064 
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HEREôS WHAT UP é.. 

for a vote  é 

 

FOR ALL HISTORIANS  

In May you will be requested to complete an 

Annual Report Form totaling the number of 

hours that your volunteers have contributed 

to your unit/council. Hours are counted 

from July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009.  The 

hours are easy to tabu late if you start 

to keep a record NOW.  Write down hours 

you spend attending PTA meetings, helping 

with activities at school, organizing class 

events, making phone calls, driving on field 

trips, baking for bake sales, etc.  Please use 

the Tally Sheets in t his issue of the 

SEVENTEENA, or use a tally sheet of your 

own making. The sheets can be put in the 

school where your volunteers sign in, or you 

can give each officer/chairman a sheet so 

that they may keep record of their 

volunteer hours.  

 

The PTA units wil l send the report to 

council.  Council will send the reports on to 

the 17th District PTA Historian.  Those PTA 

units which are Out -of -Council will send the 

report to the District Historian  

 

Questions?   I shall be happy to hear from 

you.  

Pat Targgart, Histo rian  

17th District PTA  

366 -1667  

targgart@stanford.eduDo  

 

 

17 th  District  

General Meeting  

October 15, 2008  
 

× Approval of July 1, 2008 

to June 30, 2009 budget  

× Approval of Audit Report  

(for period of Jan. 1 to Ju ne 

30, 2008)   

× Approval of 2008 - 2009 

Calendar  

ATTENTION BOARD OFFICERS  

Have you presented your calendar, 

audit reports and budget to your 

general membership?   These items need 

to be brought up during one of your first 

general meetings for discussion, mot ion to 

approve (with a second) and then voted for 

approval.  Usually, all it takes is a simple 

verbalized vote or show of hands to 

determine if these items will 

be approved by a majority 

vote of your general 

membership.    

   

mailto:targgart@stanford.eduDo


Volume 68, Issue 1 ï Page 1 1 SEVENTEENA September 2008  

 

 



 
Volume 68, Issue 1 ï Page 12  SEVENTEENA September 2008  
   

 


