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17" DI STRI CT PRESI DENT®6S

r Hi Everyone,

It was time again to
hono r the many people
who have given their
il time this year andin
. year s past at our
Founder 6s
celebrations. The 17
District Foun
award celebration was
at Dominicos
\ 4 San Francisco .ltwas a
very special day for all who attended. Iwantto
extend my own personal thank you to all our
Honorary Se rvice Award winners throughout the
17" District. lalsot hank everyone
honored with an award this year, but who
continues to work so hard for PTA year after
year. Yo uare all the glue that keeps our
organization running strong!

Day

th

W

During the next month  , the nominating
committees will be working hard .Youdbl I
and before you know it,  you will all have a new
slate of volunteers for your Boards and
committees nexty ear. There will be many
workshops and classes to get the new people up
to speed so keep an eye out for them on the
website sites (District, Council and State) and
here in the coming issues of Seventeena

be

We are already planning ,0u
the annual training  for all our current and

incoming PTA Board members and Committee
Chairpersons. Please ma rk your calendar for
Saturday, May 16, 2009 from 8:30 -1:30, at

Bayside S.T.E.M. Academy in San Mateo (see

page 8).

Convention is another way to get new Board and

Committee Chairpersons (continued on next
page)



http://www.17thdistrictpta.org/
http://www.17thdistrictpta.org/2009/02/20/capta-press-release-california-state-pta-responds-to-state-budget/
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familiar with the in ner workings of PTA. The PTA Convention is local this year and you
dondt want !tYoo umiwsosn 6itt be di sappointed. 't is
Youol !l find plenty of convent ieminSevemeena ancauch more
about the speakers and sessions if you go to the State PTA Website www.capta.org

Please also note that this issue of Seventeena has all our Reflections winners listed and the
announcement that we will be able to view all of the hard work of our student participant

on Thursday, March 19 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at John Gill Elementary in Redwood

City. Please come take a look at the talented work that will be on display from our

District.

Deborah Kemper, MBA

(650) 802 -5327 me ssage only

17th District PTA President

San Mateo County Office of Education

101 Twin Dolphin Drive, Redwood City 94065 -1064

PTA Advocates Finance Reform

SACRAMENTO -- PTA leaders today met with legislators to let them know
the new state budget fails to meet the needs of children.

"Cutting billions of dollars from education and children's services may
balance a budget but it does not even remotely meet the responsibility of
California to educate and care for children,” said Pam Brady, president of
th e California State PTA.

More than 100 PTA leaders, gathered in Sacramento for their annual
legislative conference, met with legislators and invited them into the
schools throughout California to see how the new budget hurts children.

"The PTA believes the smartest economic recovery plan is to invest in children," Brady said.
Announcing the first step in a campaign to fix the economic gridlock, the PTA calls for:

1 Removal of the 2/3 majority vote of the legislature to pass a budget;

1 Lowering the thresh  old to pass local parcel taxes to a supermajority of 55 percent; and

1 Restructuring California's school finance system.

"No one should be proud of a budget that drops funding for schools to dead last in the nation,"
Brady said.

"All children should have a  rts, small class sizes, counselors, nurses, librarians, and yes - textbooks

and this budget forces communities to fight over crumbs," Brady said.
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Board of Managers for 2007 I 2009

Please visit our website at www.17thdistrictpta.org

for more information about

President - Deborah Kemper
president@17thdistrictpta.org

1st VP: Programs & Convention
programs@317thdistrictpta.org

2nd VP: Leadership i VACANT
leadership@17thdistrictptag

3rd VP: Member Services - Debra Adler
memberservices@17thdistrictpta.org

4th VP: Communications -Lori McBride
communcations@17thdistrictpta.org

5th VP: Education T VACANT
education@17thdistrictpta.org

6th VP: Health/Community Concerns

Abeles  health@17thdistrictpta.org

7th VP: Budget & Finance T VACANT
finance@17thdistrictpta.org

Secretary - Linda Benedetti
secretary@ lfhdistrictpta.org

Treasurer - Susan Bell
treasurer@17thdistrictpta.org

Financial Secretary - Myra Gruschka
financialsecreary@17thdistrictpta.org

Historian - Pat Targgart
historian@1 districtpta.org

Parliamentarian - Pam Selli
parliamentarian@317thdistrigta.org

Nominating Committee:

nominating@ 7thdistrictpteorg

- Colette Rudd
auditor@17thdistrictpta.org

- Kathryn Cross

i Jean

Auditor

open positions.

Outreach Chair T VACANT
outreach@317thdistrictpta.org

Membership Chair - John Sanna
membership@17thdistrictpta.org

Legislation Coordinator i Pearly Masters
legislation@1 7thdistrictpta.org

Student Involvement Chairman - Douglas Bell
studentinvolvement@17thdistrictpta.org

Reflections Chair i Contessa Messiana
reflections@17thdistrictpta.org

Superintendents Luncheon i Kathryn Cross
supeintendentsluncheon@17thdistrictpta.org

Honorary Service Awards Chair - Pat Targgart
hsa@17thdistrictpta.org

May Event Chair - Sara Otus -Green
mayevet@17thdistrictpta.org

Founders Day Chair - Olga Keeney
foundersday@17thdistrictpta.org

Student Aid/Community Schools
studentaid@17thdistrictpta.org

Seventeena Editor - Catherine Steffen
seventeena@17thdistrictpta.org

Mailing Co -Chairs T K. Cross & C. Steffen
mailing@17thdistrictpta.org

Webmaster - Douglas Bell
webmaster@17thdistrictpta.org

Local Convention Committee:
convention2009@17thdistrictpta.org

- VACANT

Council Presidents and Area Counselors

Belmont -Redwood Shores Council : Keiko Smith

brscouncil@17thdistrictpta.org

Burlingame Council: Laure n Rosen
burlingamecouncil@17thdistrictpta.org

Coastside Area  : Kathryn Cross
coastsidearea@17thdistrictpta.org

Jeffer son Council : Nadine Samorano
jeffersoncouncil@17thdistrictpta.org

San Mateo -Foster City Council
smfccounci I@17thdistrictpta.org

: Kathryn Cross

South San Francisco Council : Elizabeth Luaulu

ssfcouncil@17thdistrictpta.org

Sequoia High School District Area: Lori McBride

sequoiahsdarea@17thdistrictpta.org

Millbrae Council : Janethia Dorman
millbraecouncil@17thdistrictpta.org

Pacifica Area : Pam Selli
pacificaarea@ 17thdistrictpta.org

Redwood City Area : Debra Adler
rwcarea@J17thdistrictpta.org

San Carlos Council : Pam Gallant
sancarloscouncil@17thdistrictpta.org

San Bruno Park Area : Jennifer Blanco
sanbrunoarea@17thdistrictpta.org

South County Area : Kathryn Cross
southcountyarea@17thdistrictpta.org



http://www.17thdistrictpta.org/
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Reflections Art Exhibit
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Please join us for an evening of
San Mateo County student artwork
Showcasing participants in the
17th District PTA Reflections Art Program

Thursday, March 19t
6pm-8pm

John Gill Elementary
555 Avenue Del Ora
Redwood City, CA 94062
(Major cross-street Jefferson Avenue)

Opening Reception with refreshments

View Student Entries

Participate in a Community Mural

Get inspired and start creating Art and Literature for next year’'s theme
“Beauty is..."”

For more information contact:
17" District Reflections Chair Contessa Messiana at
tessamessiana@gmail.com
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Congratulations to the Winners of the
17" District PTA Reflections
2008-2009 Theme: "Wow"”

Photography

Outstanding Interpretation of Theme

Primary

Alyssa V. Corpuz

“Wow...An Ocean Sky”

Brewer Island Elementary

Intermediate

Karinna M. Chong

“Baby Jack's Excitement”

Brewer Island Elementary

Junior/Middle

Susan C. Washburn

“Wow! Where Could it Lead?”

Bowditch Middle School

Award of Excellence

Primary Emily Kim "Exciting Pictures of Chihuly's” Foster City School
Intermediate Winson Luk "When Olympic Wishes Come True” Sandpiper Elementary
Junior/Middle Elizabeth Li "Footprint in the Sand” Borel Middle School

Award of Merit

Primary

Zoe A. Cruse

“Upside-Down Jellyfish”

Audubon Elementary

Intermediate

Kyle Shum

"Mice Sunset- Wow”

Brewer Island Elementary

Junior/Middle

Alicia W. Fernandez

"Tranguility”

Borel Middle School

Honorable Mentio

n

Primary

Ansen Q. Tan

"The 1400-Year-Old Redwood”

Brewer Island Elementary

Intermediate

Rosalyn Jeffries

“Peaceful Strenagth”

Audubon Elementary

Intermediate

Jason Zhao

“Brogklyn Bridge”

Brewer Island Elementary

Junior/Middle

Andrew T. Schilling

“& View of the Jungfau, Einger and
Monch”

Borel Middle Schoal

Junior/Middle

Susan C.
Washburn

"Wow! I Caught 2 Rainbow”

Bowdich Middle Schoaol

Visual Arts

Outstanding Interpretation of Theme

Primary Samuel Yang "I Can Fly" Brewer Island Elementary
Intermediate Jordana R. Cahen “Eve-Popping MNaturs” Brewer Island Elementary
Junior/Middle Justin R. Louie “Wow!” Alta Lorma Middle School

Award of Excellence

Primary

Sophia Yang

"I Have Such a Busy Mam”

Brewer Island Elementary

Intermediate

Michelle Kwaon

“an Underwater World”

Audubon Elementary

Intermediate Magali de Sauvage | "4 Tree" Audubon Elementary
Junior/Middle Elena M. Rzlls “Tiger” Borel Middle School
Award of Merit
Primary Bryron Chou "Mighty Ants” Audubon Elementary

Intermediate

Mavyur Ejjalaghziia

“Mature’s Creations”

Foster City School

Junior/Middle

Kayla Bartolome

“Love and Music”

Alta Loma Middle School

Honorable Mentio

n

Primary Jose Pantoja "8 Zoo Snake” Martin Elementary

Primary Claire Schick “Love” Baywood Elementary

Primary Louise Hautefeuille | ™ Our Home" John Gill Elementary
Intermediate Allison B. Page “"Bug Parade” Sandpiper Elementary

Intermediate

Sofia Tam

"Blast Off"

Sandpiper Elementary

Junior/Middle

Lindsay Dobbs

"Sheltie Dog”

Borel Middle Schoal

Junior/Middle

Marie &. Mihara

“all Qut of Ideas!”

Borel Middle Schoal

Junior/Middle

Chelsea Victor

“Pass the Fast Gas Station”

Borel Middle Schoal
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Congratulations Winners 17" District PTA Reflections 2008-2009
Theme: "Wow"', continued

Literature

Outstanding Interp

retation of Theme

Frimary

Jack R. Warren

"Wow! Crazy Animals!”

Foster City School

Intermediate Rosalyn L. Jeffries "Wow” Audubon Elementary
Schoo
Junior/Middle Rebecca &, Zipkin "Chocolate” Borel Middle School

Seniaor

Melissa Loi

"Life Will Take Your Breath Away”

Carlmont High Schoo

Award of Excellence

Primary

Mamita Hegde

"Wow! The Places My Kite Can
Go"

A

Audubon Elementary
Schoo

Intermediate

Paige Stoveland

"Barack Obama”

Audubon Elementary
Schoo

Junior/Middle

Spencer Walling

"One Magical Sunday”

Borel Middle Schoaol

Award of Merit

Primary

Sharanya Majumder

"The Great Wow"

Brewer Island
Elementary

Intermediate

Wivian Liu

"Wow-Pachyderms!”
[Otherwise Known as Elephants)

Audubon Elementary
Schoo

Intermediate

Winson Luk

"The Closing Ceremony”

Sandpiper Elementary

Junior/Middle

Julia Hansen

"Fill-in-the-Blank”

Borel Middle Schaoal

Honorable Mention

Primary kellen Sincoff "The Funniest Poem” John Gill Elementary

Frimary Ronald Liu Ir, "Driving In Africa™ Audubon Elementary
Schoo

Frimary Teagan Mckelvey "My First Catfish Wow” Brewer Island

Elementary

Intermediate

Avika Sharan

"Dew Drops in the Morning”

Foster City School

Intermediate

Justin Xu

A

"4 Show of Blue Angels”

EBrewer Island
Elementary

Intermediate

Winson Luk

"President of the United States of

America”

Sandpiper Elementary

Junior/Middle

Alison Simon

"Storm Over White Mountain
Peak"”

Borel Middle School

Dance Choreography

Outstanding Interpr

etation of Theme

Frimary

Shatoparba
Banenes

"Wow! The Beauty of Nature”

Brewer Island
Elementary

Intermediate

MNSA

Junior/Middle

Laura E. Roias

"Twilight Zone”

Borel Middle School

Outstanding Interpr

etation of Theme

Frimary

Jasmine 5. Mckelvey

“Ginger on Ice Wow!™

Brewer Island
Elementary

Intermediate

Sam D. Mills

"“Wow Crashes”

Foster City School PTA

Junior/Middle Diyar Eyuboglu " If Only” Borel Middle School
Award of Excellence
Frimary M/A
Intermediate MNSA
Junior/Middle Michael Beery " Hero"” Borel Middle School
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Congratulations Winners 17 District PTA Reflections 2008-2009

Theme: "Wow'

', Continued

Music

Outstanding Interpretation of Theme

Primary Felicia Brut Pianistic Wow Baywood Elementary
Intermediate Jamie J. Ip "Wow-A Haunted House!” Foster City School
Junior/Middle Scott E. Bell "Fanfare for Three” Borel Middle Schoo

Award of Excellence
Primary Kevin Yang "Waterfalls” Brewer Island
Elementary
Intermediate Vincent Lin "Chinese Dragon Dance and Audubon Elementary
Firework”
Junior/Middle Ansel King "Day Break” Borel Middle Schoo

Award of Merit

Primary

Trevor Chan

"My heart Says Wow”

Brewer Island
Elementary

Intermediate

Karen Zhang

"March of the Colors”

Foster City School

Junior/Middle

William H. Miyahira

"The Strong Qcean”

Borel Middle Schoo

Honorable Mention

Primary

Kendall Richards

"Jumping On the Moon”

Foster City School

Intermediate

Katherine Arackaparambil

"Roller Coaster Ride”

Audubon Elementary

Intermediate

Jacqueline Kao

"Wow!”

Foster City School

Intermediate

Andy Feng

"Soaring Airplanes”

Audubon Elementary

Exhibition Hall
110 ™ california State PTA Convention

Fre e Admission to

8:00am

Take advantage of free admission to
California State PTA Convention

Thursday, April 30
I 3:30pm and 6:30pm

Convention Cent er.

Check out all
samples.

the Exhibit Hall
held in the San Jose McEnery

, 2009
I 8:00pm.

the vendors and their product. Many have free

at the
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Save the Date!

Please join 1% District PTA
at

Spotlight on PTA

for a
morning of networking, guest speakers, general meeting, officer and
committee training, and the installation of 1" District PTA Board of
Managers

on

Saturday, May 16, 2009
Bayside S.T.E.M.Academy
2025 Kehoe Ave, San Mateo, 94403
8:30ami 1:30pm

For all current and incoming
PTA/PTSA
Board and Committee Members

For more information contact
Sara OtusGreen atmayevent@17thdistrictpta.org

We look forward to seeing you there!


mailto:mayevent@17thdistrictpta.org

Volume 68, Issue 57 Page 9 SEVENTEENA ‘ February/March 200 9

Leadership Services Commission

Letter of Determination
Proof of tax-exempt status

What is a Letter of Determination?

A letter of determination is proof that a PTA is a constituent organization of the California State PTA. Itis a
packet consisting of:
1. Letter dated 1942 from the Internal Revenue Service
2. Letter from the California Franchise Tax Board
3. Current cover letter from the California State PTA office indicating the specific unit is a
constituent unit and is in good standing. This letter also includes the unit's EIN (Employer
Identification Mumber).
The letter of determination should be filed with the PTA's permanent financial records.

Why is a Letter of Determination needed?

1. To open a bank account for a 501(c)({3) non-profit
2. For somea donation and grant applications
3. To prove the PTA's tax exempt status

When is the Letter of Determination provided?

A newly organized unit receives a Letter of Determination packet upon its acceptance as a new unit by the
California State PTA Board of Managers.

A "tentative/pending” Letter of Determination is sent to the unit upon receipt in the state office of the new
unit application packet (which should be sent to the state PTA office within two weeks of organizing). This is
the Letter of Deterrnination that a unit can use to open a bank account.

Who requests the Letter of Determination?

Usually the PTA president or treasurer requests a Letter of Determination from the state PTA office;
however, a district PTA may request a Letter of Determination for a unit. The state office always sends the
letter directly to the PTA president.

Public disclosure laws require that the Letter of Determination be given to anyone who requests it. Such
requests are directed to the president or treasurer of the PTA in queastion.

The district PTA should not keep Letters of Determination on hand nor should the district or council provide
a cover letter indicating a unit is in good standing. Only the California State PTA can verify PTA status.

Where does the state PTA office send the packet?

The California State PTA office sends the packet to the PTA president. The PTA president should provide it
to anyone who requests it.

Califfornia State PTA www.capta.org The Communicator March 2009
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California State PTA Responds to State Budget

February 20, 2009

SACRAMENTO - California State PTA
President Pam Brady issued the following
statement today in response to the budget
adopted by state lawmakers and sig ned
today by the Governor.

-

4 A\ D>
AThis budget does not value he chil dren
California. Instead, it puts on entire generation of
children -and the stateosatnslkery future
ifSome new revenues are part of this budget, @nd
and | egislators for recognizing the need to take

budget crisis. Even so, the severe cuts that are included in the final budget threaten our
stateds commi t medciassetucatiom. wor | d

AThese cuts ar e yagbingtogrive Cakfarniaa i n dlready a dismal 47th - to the
bottom among all states in per -pupil spending. That means cutting teachers, arts,

classroom materials, counselors, nurses, small class sizes, and much more that children

need to succeed in school  and life.

iCalifornia cannot afford to go backward in its
especially in challenging economic times.

Ailn the coming weeks, we will continue to analyz
including several statewide initi atives that will be placed on the May 19 ballot as part of
the budget deal.

AAnd California State PTA wil/l continue to advoc
develop a farsighted budget plan and process - a plan with vision, a plan that is a

reflecti on of the hopes and dreams of the next generation, and a plan that is truly

focused on the future of our state.o

For more information about the California State PTA, visit www.capta.org



http://www.17thdistrictpta.org/2009/02/20/capta-press-release-california-state-pta-responds-to-state-budget/
http://www.capta.org/

Volunteer ".

1
at the
114" California State PTA Convention!
April 30T May 3, 2009
at the
San Jose McEnery Convention Center

6", 17", 32", and Peralta PTA Districts have joined together to host
the California State PTA Convention this year.

Volunteers from these host dists are entitled to admission to the general meetings, exhibits, and
workshops (space permitting), plus mileage and parking reimbursements on the day(s) that you
volunteer.

* Help Wednesday, April 29 in the moning with stuffing tote bags *
* |If you speak a foreign language, could you do interpretation?

Volunteers are needed for the following days
Wednesday, April 29
PTA Store, Registration, and Place me where ever needed.

Thursday, April 30

General Meetings, Information, Lost & Found, Press Rd®i# Store, Registration, Sign Room,
Workshops, and Place me where ever needed.

Friday, May 1
General Meetings, Information, Lost & Found, Press Room, PTA Store, Registration, Sign Room,
Workshops, and Place me where ever needed.

Saturday, May 2

GeneraMeetings, Information, Lost & Found, Press Room, PTA Store, Registration, Sign Room,
Special Event, Workshops, and Place me where even needed.

Sunday, May 3
General Meetings, Information, Lost & Found, PTA Store, Registration, Place me where ever needed.

Sign up to Volunteer for the 118" California State PTA Convention at

WWW.capta.org

Click on 110" Annual Convention, click on Sign up to Volunteer


http://www.capta.org/
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California State PTA Convention 2009: San Jose

April 30

Get ready to attend!
Convention Center

and the San Jose Marriott Hotel

to all PTA presidents in early January.
we 0 r &goddaoumountlys yead

Conventi on, S0

-May 3, 2009

All convention events and activities will take place at the

San Jose McEnery

. The official registration book w
17th District will be one of the four host districts at this

have

as mailed

Sending a representative from your PTA to convention is a great way to encourage your members
It is very important for the PTA President

to be more involved in your PTA.
convention.
incoming board

REGISTER EARLY

You might also consider sending

Registration Information

- elect to attend

members who considering a position on your

to save time and money! Take advantage of the Early Registration Fee and

reserve a seat at the conferences of your choice. By registering early ( beginning Februg¢d
save time in the registration line and receive additional information that will help you plan your
trip, pack your suitcase, and make your convention experience the best it can be. You will return
home with new ideas, improved skills and recharged energy. Convention is an excellent PTA
investment, the ultimate leadership experience, and a PTA budget expense upon approval of the
association.
Early and Advance Registration will be done online via the California State PTA website (February
2-April 20) gotowww .capta.org. The registration system requires payment by credit card, but will
immediately provide you with a receipt that you can present to your PTA for reimbursement. You
can also download the Registration Book and print out the registration form and mail it in with
your payment. (Note that mailed registration forms must be R ECEIVED by the deadline, no
postmarks accepted.)
2009 Convention Registration Fees:

Early Advance Onsite

Registration Type Registration* Registration Registration
(Feb. 2 to Mar. 31) (Apr. 1 to Apr. 20) (Apr. 30 to May 3)

Full time (voting, nonvoting) $140 $180 $200
Full time Student (voting, $70 $70 $70
nonvoting)
One Day (nonvoting) $90 $110 $120
One Day Student (nonvoting) $40 $40 $40
Non-PTA member $400 $400 $400
Exhibit Hall Only* - PTA Member $50 $50 $50
Exhibit Hall Only* - Non-PTA $100 $100 $100
Member
Lost Badge Replacement N/A N/A $35
Healthy Walk $20 $20 $20
PTA Dinner Event at Tech $40 $40 $40
Museum
Dinner Event w/ IMAX Movie $50 $50 $50
NEW this year: Attendees who register by March 31 will receive their badge and workshop tickets
in the mail, so they wondét have to get in |line righ

up their tote bag and voting card at registration at their own convenience.



http://sanjose.org/meetings/facilities/convention.php
http://sanjose.org/meetings/facilities/convention.php
http://sanjose.org/meetings/facilities/convention.php
http://www.sanjosemarriott.com/
https://www.smartreg.com/webreg/CAPTA09/
http://www.capta.org/sections/convention-2009/downloads/RegistrationBook09.pdf
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