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The mission of the 17
th

 District PTA is to empower 

local PTA/PTSA associations to support the school 

community by providing training, resources, 

education and communication to promote the value of 

PTA membership, programs, advocacy and 

networking opportunities 

 

17 th  DISTRICT PRESIDENTôS CORNER 
 

Hi Everyone,  

 
It was  time again to 
hono r the many people 

who have given their 
time this year and in 

year s past at our 
Founderôs Day 
celebrations.  The 17 th  

District Founderôs Day 
award celebration was 

at Dominicôs in South 
San Francisco . I t was a 

very special day for all who  attended.  I want to 

extend my own personal thank you to all our 
Honorary Se rvice Award winners  throughout the 

17 th  District.  I also thank everyone who wasnôt 
honored with an award this year, but who 
continues to work so hard for PTA year after 

year.  Yo u are all the glue that keeps our 
organization running strong!  

 
During the next month , the nominating 

committees will be working hard . Youôll be voting 
and before you know it, you will all have a new 
slate of volunteers for your Boards and 

committees  next y ear .  There will be many 
workshops and classes to get the new people up 

to speed  so keep an eye out for them on the 
website sites (District, Council and State) and 
here in the coming issues of Seventeena .   

 
We are already planning our ñSpotlight on PTA,ò 

the annual training for all our current and 
incoming PTA Board members and Committee 
Chairpersons.  Please ma rk  your  calendar for 

Satu rday, May 16, 2009 from 8:30 -1:30, at 
Bayside  S.T.E.M. Academy in San Mateo (see 

page 8) .  
 
Convention is another way to get new Board  and 

Committee  Chairpersons  (continued on next 
page)  
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17 th  DISTRICT PRESIDENTôS CORNER, continued  
 
familiar with the in ner workings of PTA.  The PTA Convention is local this year and you 
donôt want to miss it!  You wonôt be disappointed.  It is fun as well as very informative!  

Youôll find plenty of convention information within this issue of Seventeena and much more 
about the speakers and sessions if you go to the State PTA Website www.capta.org  

 
Please also note that this issue of Seventeena has all our Reflections winners listed and the 
announcement that we will be able to view all of the hard work of our student participant 

on Thursday, March 19 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at John Gill Elementary in Redwood 
City.  Please come take a look at the talented work that will be on display from our 

District.  
 
 

Deborah Kemper, MBA  
(650) 802 -5327 me ssage only  

17th District PTA President  
San Mateo County Office of Education  
101 Twin Dolphin Drive, Redwood City 94065 -1064  

 

PTA Advocates Finance Reform  
 

SACRAMENTO --  PTA leaders today met with legislators to let them know 

the new state budget fails to  meet the needs of children.    

  

"Cutting billions of dollars from education and children's services may 

balance a budget but it does not even remotely meet the responsibility of 

California to educate and care for children," said Pam Brady, president of 
th e California State PTA.  

  

More than 100 PTA leaders, gathered in Sacramento for their annual 

legislative conference, met with legislators and invited them into the 

schools throughout California to see  how the new budget hurts children.  

  

"The PTA believes  the smartest economic recovery plan is to invest in children," Brady said.  

  
Announcing the first step in a campaign to fix the economic gridlock, the PTA calls for:  

¶ Removal of the 2/3 majority vote of the legislature to pass a budget;  

¶ Lowering the thresh old to pass local parcel taxes to a supermajority of 55 percent; and  

¶ Restructuring California's school finance system.  

"No one should be proud of a budget that drops funding for schools to dead last in the nation," 

Brady said.  

  

"All children should have a rts, small class sizes,  counselors, nurses, librarians, and yes -  textbooks -  

and this budget forces communities to fight over crumbs," Brady said.  
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Board of Managers for 2007 ï 2009  
 

Please  visit our website at www.17thdistrictpta.org  for more information about open positions.  

 

President  -  Deborah Kemper  
president@17thdistrictpta.org 

1st VP: Programs & Convention  -  Kathryn Cross  
programs@17thdistrictpta.org 

2nd VP: Leadership ï VACANT  
leadership@17thdistrictpta.org 

3rd VP: Member Services  -  Debra Adler  
memberservices@17thdistrictpta.org 

4th VP: Communications  - Lori McBride  
communications@17thdistrictpta.org 

5th VP: Education ï VACANT  
education@17thdistrictpta.org 

6th VP: Health/Community Concerns  ï Jean  
Abeles     health@17thdistrictpta.org 

7th VP: Budget & Finance ï VACANT  
finance@17thdistrictpta.org 

Secretary  -  Linda Benedetti  
secretary@17thdistrictpta.org 

Treasurer -  Susan Bell  
treasurer@17thdistrictpta.org 

Financial Secretary  -  Myra Gruschka  
financialsecretary@17thdistrictpta.org 

Historian  -  Pat Targgart  
historian@17

th
districtpta.org 

Parliamentarian  -  Pam Selli  
parliamentarian@17thdistrictpta.org 

Nominating Committee:   
nominating@17thdistrictpta.org  

Auditor  -  Colette Rudd  
auditor@17thdistrictpta.org 

Outreach Chair  ï VACANT  
outreach@17thdistrictpta.org 

Membership Chair  -  John Sanna  
membership@17thdistrictpta.org 

Legislation Coordinator  ï Pearly Masters  
legislation@17thdistrictpta.org 

Student Involvement Chairman  -  Douglas Bell  
studentinvolvement@17thdistrictpta.org 

Reflections Chair ï Contessa Messiana   
reflections@17thdistrictpta.org 

Superintendents Luncheon ï Kathryn Cross  
superintendentsluncheon@17thdistrictpta.org 

Honorary Service Awards Chair  -  Pat Targgart  
hsa@17thdistrictpta.org 

May Event Chair  -  Sara Otus -Green  
mayevent@17thdistrictpta.org 

Founders Day Chair  -  Olga Keeney  
foundersday@17thdistrictpta.org 

Student Aid/Community Schools -  VACANT  
studentaid@17thdistrictpta.org 

Seventeena Editor  -  Catherine Steffen  
seventeena@17thdistrictpta.org 

Mailing Co - Chairs ï K. Cross & C. Steffen  
mailing@17thdistrictpta.org 

Webmaster -  Douglas Bell  
             webmaster@17thdistrictpta.org 

Local Convention Committee:  
convention2009@17thdistrictpta.org 

 

Council Presidents and Area Counselors  

 

Belmont - Redwood Shores Council : Keiko Smith  

brscouncil@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

Burlingame Council:  Laure n Rosen  

burlingamecouncil@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

Coastside Area : Kathryn Cross  

coastsidearea@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

Jeffer son Council : Nadine Samorano  

jeffersoncouncil@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

San Mateo - Foster City Council : Kathryn Cross  

smfccounci l@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

South San Francisco Council : Elizabeth Luaulu  

ssfcouncil@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

Sequoia High School District Area:  Lori McBride  

sequoiahsdarea@17thdistrictpta.org   

Millbrae Council : Janethia Dorman  

millbraecouncil@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

Pacifica Area : Pam Selli  

pacificaarea@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

Redwood City Area : Debra Adler  

rwcarea@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

San Carlos Council : Pam Gallant  

sancarloscouncil@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

San Bruno Park Area : Jennifer Blanco  

sanbrunoarea@17thdistrictpta.org  

 

 

South County Area : Kathryn Cross  

southcountyarea@17thdistrictpta.org  
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Fre e Admission to Exhibition Hall  

110 th  California State PTA Convention  
 Thursday, April 30 , 2009  

8:00am ï 3:30pm and 6:30pm ï 8:00pm.  

 
Take advantage of free admission to the  Exhibit Hall  at  the 

California State PTA Convention  held in the San Jose McEnery 

Convention Cent er.  

 

Check out all the  vendors and their product. Many have free 

samples.  
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Save the Date!  
 

Please join 17
th

 District PTA  

at 
 

Spotlight on PTA 
 

for a  

morning of networking, guest speakers, general meeting, officer and 

committee training, and the installation of 17
th

 District PTA Board of 

Managers 
 

on  
 

Saturday, May 16, 2009 

Bayside S.T.E.M. Academy 

2025 Kehoe Ave, San Mateo, 94403 

8:30am ï 1:30pm 
 

For all current and incoming  

PTA/PTSA 

Board and Committee Members 

 
For more information contact 

Sara Otus-Green at mayevent@17thdistrictpta.org 
 

We look forward to seeing you there! 
 

 

mailto:mayevent@17thdistrictpta.org
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California State PTA Responds to State Budget  
 
February 20, 2009  

SACRAMENTO -  California State PTA 
President Pam Brady issued the following 
statement today in response to the budget 

adopted by state lawmakers and sig ned 

today by the Governor.  

ñThis budget does not value the children of 
California. Instead, it puts on entire generation of 

children -  and the stateôs very future - at risk.  

ñSome new revenues are part of this budget, and for that we acknowledge the Governor 

and legislators for recognizing the need to take a balanced approach to the stateôs 
budget crisis. Even so, the severe cuts that are included in the final budget threaten our 

stateôs commitment to a world-class education.  

ñThese cuts are almost certainly going to drive California -  already a dismal 47th -  to the 
bottom among all states in per -pupil spending. That means cutting teachers, arts, 

classroom materials, counselors, nurses, small class sizes, and much more that children 
need to succeed in school  and life.  

ñCalifornia cannot afford to go backward in its commitment to children and students, 
especially in challenging economic times.  

ñIn the coming weeks, we will continue to analyze the details of the budget package, 

including several statewide initi atives that will be placed on the May 19 ballot as part of 
the budget deal.  

ñAnd California State PTA will continue to advocate for legislators and the Governor to 
develop a farsighted budget plan and process -  a plan with vision, a plan that is a 

reflecti on of the hopes and dreams of the next generation, and a plan that is truly 
focused on the future of our state.ò 

For more information about the California State PTA, visit www.capta.org .  

 

   

http://www.17thdistrictpta.org/2009/02/20/capta-press-release-california-state-pta-responds-to-state-budget/
http://www.capta.org/


Volunteer  
at the  

110
th
 California State PTA Convention!   

April 30 ï May 3, 2009  
at the  

San Jose McEnery Convention Center  
 

6
th

, 17
th

, 32
nd

, and Peralta PTA Districts have joined together to host  

the California State PTA Convention this year. 
 

Volunteers from these host districts are entitled to admission to the general meetings, exhibits, and 

workshops (space permitting), plus mileage and parking reimbursements on the day(s) that you 

volunteer. 

 

* Help Wednesday, April 29 in the morning with stuffing tote bags * 

* If you speak a foreign language, could you do interpretation? *  
 

Volunteers are needed for the following days 
Wednesday, April 29  
PTA Store, Registration, and Place me where ever needed.  
 

Thursday, April 30 
General Meetings, Information, Lost & Found, Press Room, PTA Store, Registration, Sign Room, 

Workshops, and Place me where ever needed.  
 

Friday, May 1 
General Meetings, Information, Lost & Found, Press Room, PTA Store, Registration, Sign Room, 

Workshops, and Place me where ever needed. 
 

Saturday, May 2 
General Meetings, Information, Lost & Found, Press Room, PTA Store, Registration, Sign Room, 

Special Event, Workshops, and Place me where even needed.  
 

Sunday, May 3 
General Meetings, Information, Lost & Found, PTA Store, Registration, Place me where ever needed.   

 

Sign up to Volunteer for the 110
th

 California State PTA Convention at 

 

www.capta.org 

 
Click on 110

th
 Annual Convention, click on Sign up to Volunteer 

http://www.capta.org/
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California State PTA Convention 2009: San Jose  
April 30 - May 3, 2009  

Get ready to attend!  All convention events and activities will take place at the San Jose McEnery 

Convention Center  and  the San Jose Marriott Hotel . The official registration book w as  mailed 

to all PTA presidents in early January.  17th District will be one of the four host districts at this 

Convention, so weôre hoping to have a good turnout this year!  

Sending a representative from your PTA to convention is a great way to encourage your members 

to be more involved in your PTA. It is very important for the PTA President - elect to attend 

convention.  You might also consider sending  members who considering a position on your 
incoming board .  

Registration Information  

REGISTER EARLY  to save time and money! Take advantage of the Early Registration Fee and 

reserve a seat at the conferences of your choice. By registering early ( beginning February 2) youôll 

save time in the registration line and receive additional information that will help you plan your 

trip, pack your suitcase, and make your convention experience the best it can be. You will return 

home with new ideas, improved skills and recharged energy. Convention is an excellent PTA 

investment, the ultimate leadership experience, and a PTA budget expense upon approval of the 

association.  

Early and Advance Registration will be done online via the California State PTA website  (February 

2-April 20)  go to www .capta.org.  The registration system requires payment by credit card, but will 

immediately provide you with a receipt that you can present to your PTA for reimbursement. You 

can also download the Registration Book  and print out the registration form and mail it in with 

your payment. (Note that mailed registration forms must be R ECEIVED by the deadline, no 

postmarks accepted.)  

2009 Convention Registration Fees:  

Registration Type  

Early 

Registration*  

(Feb. 2 to Mar. 31)  

Advance 

Registration  
(Apr. 1 to Apr. 20)  

Onsite 

Registration  
(Apr. 30 to May 3)  

Full time (voting, nonvoting)  $1 40  $180  $200  

Full time Student (voting, 

nonvoting)  

$70  $70  $70  

One Day (nonvoting)  $90  $110  $120  

One Day Student (nonvoting)  $40  $40  $40  

Non -PTA member  $400  $400  $400  

Exhibit Hall Only* -  PTA Member  $50  $50  $50  

Exhibit Hall Only* -  Non -PTA 

Member  

$10 0 $100  $100  

Lost Badge Replacement  N/A  N/A  $35  

Healthy Walk  $20  $20  $20  

PTA Dinner Event at Tech 

Museum  

$40  $40  $40  

Dinner Event w/ IMAX Movie  $50  $50  $50  

NEW this year: Attendees who register by March 31 will receive their badge and workshop tickets 

in the mail, so they wonôt have to get in line right away at Convention. They will still have to pick 
up their tote bag and voting card at registration at their own convenience.  

 

http://sanjose.org/meetings/facilities/convention.php
http://sanjose.org/meetings/facilities/convention.php
http://sanjose.org/meetings/facilities/convention.php
http://www.sanjosemarriott.com/
https://www.smartreg.com/webreg/CAPTA09/
http://www.capta.org/sections/convention-2009/downloads/RegistrationBook09.pdf
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